CHAPTER XII
EDUCATION

REFERENCE has been made above to the educa-
tional value of their own public opinion upon the
scholars in a school, but the matter is too impor-
tant to be thus lightly passed over, whilst the relation
of the crowd to education has many other aspects and
produces various important results. It might be sup-
posed that, if the individual's interests in any area of
life are to be provided for, apart from consideration of
the interests of the crowd, it should be in respect of edu-
cation; for here surely is not the sphere for block treat-
ment. The gifts of each child are different from those
of the rest. Each has his own possibilities, his own
difficulties, and for each some special future is more to
be chosen and prepared for than any other. Moreover,
a given child cannot be equally well taught by any of tlie
class labelled "teachers." Some can learn from one,
some from another; and the best ultimate output is ar-
rived at by the combination of mutually adapted pupil
and teacher. Of course, where education is a matter of
government ordering, and a universal routine is applied
to all alike, the ideal of individual treatment for the pur-
pose of attaining the best individual development is not
even aimed at. Under no circumstances could that ideal
be fully realised, but a system that does not and cannot
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